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Outline

• Legal and operational concerns

• Potential impacts to Delta economic 

sustainability

• Potential public health impacts from 

harmful algal blooms
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Legal and Operational Concerns
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• Justification absent for relaxing south Delta salinity 

objectives.

• Treatment of exports in Phase 1 is unstated.

• Compartmentalizing Phase 1 and 2 from California 

WaterFix operations.



Legal and Operational Concerns
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• Justification absent for relaxing south Delta salinity 

objectives.

• Treatment of exports in Phase 1 is unstated.

• Compartmentalizing Phase 1 and 2 from California 

WaterFix operations.



Ag Economy

• 80% of Delta farmland 

categorized as prime 

farmland.

• Total 2010 423,727 

cropped acres, not 

including 38,000 acres of 

grazing land.
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Ag Economy

• Highest revenue-per-

acre crops: truck crops, 

deciduous crops.
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Salinity Impacts
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Public Health
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Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Growth Factors:

• Salinity

• Nutrient concentrations and ratios (principally 

nitrogen and phosphorus)

• Light access and water clarity

• Temperature

• Water stratification and residence time



Public Health
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Potential harms from HABs:

• Skin rashes

• Digestive pain, diarrhea, 

and vomiting

• Fever, headache

• Kidney and liver problems

• Toxins can kill dogs

Contra Costa County Public Health, 

2016.



Public Health
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Lehman, 2016.


